
Nail clippers

Hypoallergenic or baby shampoo

A comb and brush

Unscented baby wipes

Pet-safe disinfectant sprays

Appropriate pet-approved ear cleanser

Whether you’re a first-time 
adopter or an experienced pet 
owner, this vet-approved checklist 
will help you ease your new furry 
friend into your home.

Remember, your vet is always your 
best resource so please contact 
them with any questions or 
concerns about your new pet.

Get more tips and advice on how to keep your pet happy and healthy on zoetispetcare.com

Find a primary care and emergency vet

Leash, harness, and collar

Crate

DRY FOOD:
Wait until your dog is 6 weeks old

DRY FOOD:
Some cats like to graze, so you can leave 
dry food out (as long as they don’t overeat)

WET FOOD:
For puppies younger than 6 weeks old

WET FOOD:
Wet and dry food are both options for 
adult cats and kittens older than 6 weeks

Leash, harness, and breakaway collar

Laser pointer & feather toys

Research pet health insurance

Anti-chew spray

Scratching posts

DOGS

DOGS

CATS

CATS

Comfortable bed

Poop bags

Cat carrier

Stainless steel or porcelain food and 
water bowl(s)

Consult your vet for any specific diet 
needs

Chew toys (avoid toys that easily break 
or splinter)

Litter box (one for each cat plus one 
additional) and pooper scooper

An ID tag with current contact 
information

A pet license (which is required in most 
states)

Ensure your pet has a microchip and 
your contact information is registered

Cover electrical outlets and wires

Cover trash cans with lids

Secure your furniture

Remove toxic plants and any rat or 
insect poison

Keep medicine and cleaning products 
out of your pet’s reach



Brush your pet’s teeth at least 3x/week

Brush your pet’s coat at least 2x/week

Clean pet’s bedding at least 1x/week

Clean your pet’s toys at least 1x/week

Trim your pet’s nails (or get them
professionally done)

Schedule regular veterinary wellness 
exam

Get an annual dental cleaning

Get necessary preventative testing

If recommended for your breed, get 
professionally groomed

Protect your pet from fleas, ticks, 
heartworms, and intestinal parasites. 
Year-round protection is recommended

Creating a routine is key to setting 
your new pet up for success. 
Here’s what a daily, weekly, 
monthly, and yearly routine should 
look like for your cat or dog.

Every pet is different, so work 
with your vet to get on the right 
schedule with your pet.

All trademarks are the property of Zoetis Services LLC or a
related company or a licensor unless otherwise noted. 
©️2020 Zoetis Services LLC. All rights reserved. ZPC-00835

Always have fresh water out

Schedule playtime for 15 – 30 minutes at 
least 3-4 times/day

DOGS

CATS

CATS

Wash food and water bowls regularly

FEEDING:
Dogs 6-12 weeks should be fed 3-4 
times/day. Dogs 3-6 months should be 
fed 3 times/day. Dogs 6-8 months or 
older should be fed 2-3 times/day

FEEDING:
Cats that tend to overeat should be fed 
dedicated meals 2-3 times/day. Cats 
that prefer to graze can have access to 
food all day

POTTY:
Provide bathroom breaks 30-40 min 
after meals, 3-4 times/day

POTTY:
Scoop your cat’s litter box at least once 
daily (twice is best)

Deep clean litter box (while wearing 
gloves, fully empty of litter, scrub and 
rinse with disinfectant, and dry)


